A circular from the Department of Health and Social Security has recommended the adoption of the Guthrie Bacterial Inhibition screening test for phenylketonuria in place of Phenistix testing of the urine. The specimen to be examined is blood taken from a heel-prick between the 6th and 14th days oflife, preferably at the beginning rather than at the end of this period. The responsibility for the collection of the blood samples is divided between the maternity hospitals, the Medical Officer of Health, and the general practitioner, depending on the place of birth (hospital, home, or nursing home) and the length of stay in hospital.
Before a decision is made to embark on such an undertaking it is essential that satisfactory answers can be given to questions concerning the reliability and simplicity of the recommended test, and the efficiency of the administrative arrangements for the collection and transport of specimens to the laboratory and for the retesting of all doubtful cases. It is essential to know the cost of the operation and to decide whether it is a justifiable charge on the community. Most important of all, the treatment offered to the individuals concerned must be effective and free from risk.
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